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Synopsis

Alkaloids are a major group of natural products derived from a wide variety of organisms and are
widely used as medicinal and biological agents. This series is world-renowned as the leading
compilation of current reviews of this vast field. Volume 56 presents the Proceedings from the First
International Conference on Ibogaines, held in November of 1999 at New York University’s School
of Medicine. In essence, it presents significant new data on neurobiological, clinical, sociocultural,
and policy aspects of ibogaine.lbogaine is a natural product derived from the bark of the root of the
African shrub Tabernathe iboga. It has a history of use as a medicinal and ceremonial agent in West
Central Africa, and has been alleged to be effective as a treatment for substance dependence. The
study of Ibogaine may shed light on the neurobiology of addiction and lead to the development of
new medication for the treatment of addiction. Currently, there is lack of formal approval for the use
of ibogaine, and the demand of the addicts themselves has led to a distinctive unofficial network
which has provided ibogaine treatment in non-medical settings. If critical safety concerns can be
adequately addressed, ibogaine may provide an inexpensive and practical treatment approach, well
adapted to environments where resources are severely limited and there is pressing need for

clinical services for heroin addicts, such as Eastern Europe.
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Customer Reviews

Praise for the Series"Authoritative, precise, thorough, and above all, permeated with
enthusiasm."--JOURNAL OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES



Professor Emeritus Geoffrey A. Cordell obtained his Ph.D. in synthetic natural product chemistry at
the University of Manchester in 1970. After two years as a NATO postdoctoral fellow at the
Department of Chemistry, M.I.T., he joined the College of Pharmacy, University of lllinois at Chicago
(UIC). A Professor since 1980, he served as a Department Head for 12 years and as Interim Dean
of the College of Pharmacy for almost three years, as well as holding several other senior academic
and research administrative positions at the Department, College, and Campus levels. He was the
Co-founder of the US - Thai Consortium for Pharmacy Education, which developed and trained
faculty for six new schools of pharmacy in Thailand. He retired from the University of Illinois in 2007.
Since 1983, he has served as President of Natural Products Inc., a consulting company. He is the
author of about 600 research publications, book chapters, comprehensive reviews and professional
publications; is the author of two books, with three more in progress; the editor of 37 books,
including 29 volumes in the series & ceThe Alkaloids: Chemistry and Biology&#x94;; is Associate
Editor-in-Chief of the Chinese Journal of Natural Medicines; and a member of the Editorial Advisory
Board of 26 international scientific journals. He is a former President of the American Society of
Pharmacognosy, and is also an Honorary Member. In 1981, he was an Alexander von Humboldt
Fellow at the University of Munich with Professor Hildebert Wagner. He is an elected Fellow of the
Royal Chemical Society, the Linnean Society of London, the American Society of Pharmacognosy,
and the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists. In addition to assisting international
organizations and corporations in several countries around the world to develop their research and
academic programs, he is an Honorary Professor at Sichuan University, Chengdu, China; and at
Amity University, Noida, India. He is also a Visiting Professor at universities in Peru, Malaysia, and
Brasil, and an International Collaborative Partner of the UTAR Global Research Network in Malaysia
in the areas of biodiversity and cancer. In addition, he is a member of the International Advisory
Board of several natural product research institutes. His interests include the chemistry and
biosynthesis of alkaloids, the sustainability and quality control of medicinal agents, the remote

detection of biologically active natural products, and the use of vegetables as chemical reagents.
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